Britannia Square Residents’ Association
COMMITTEE MEETING
Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 18 September 2018
At 8:00 pm at 33 Britannia Square (Anna Hooper)
1. Attendance
Present:
Apologies:

Anna Hooper (Chair)
Clive Collings

John Ball 
Robin Dallaway

David Greenhill 
Kate Tait

Carol Inman

Ian Terry
2. Minutes of the Previous Meeting & Matters Arising
The minutes of the meeting were agreed.
Carol Inman will continue to chase Mark Hughes, the University’s Estates Manager to take action on the overgrown trees and hedge plants adjacent to Stephenson Road.
Action Carol Inman
Many residents are concerned about the failed hedge planting and the inappropriate modern fencing installed at RGS Springfield when the road was resurfaced.  We note that there are Planning Conditions relating to this.  Anna has liaised with Laura Brown at Springfield who understands and shares our concerns.  Matters have been escalated to the Ian Roberts, Estates Director at RGS.  We were pleased to see that some tree pruning and hedge trimming has taken place recently but the major issues remain unresolved.  David Greenhill will check the Planning Conditions.
Action David Greenhill
John Ball will draft a committee response representing residents’ concerns.
Action John Ball
For other matters arising please see the relevant agenda items.

3. Review of Recent Events
3.1. Street Clean 2018:
There was an excellent turnout with good support from the Council.  The activities have been recorded on our website.  To be repeated in May 2019.

3.2. Summer Party 2018:
We suspected that clashing with the World Cup and the usual summer events impacted our attendance.

We really need to find a new Games Master to add some activities for our younger participants.

Angela Lanyon’s poems were as imaginative and amusing as ever.

4. Future Events:

4.1. AGM Fri 16 Nov 2018:
Anna will organise the purchasing of the nibbles.
Action Anna Hooper

John Ball will organise drinks purchasing and the bar will be run by Carol & Stephen Inman.

Action John Ball, Carol Inman
We still need to find a speaker.  David will ask if someone from the Planning Dept. could talk about the Worcester City Centre Masterplan.  Alternatively we thought of Dave Throup, Environment Agency Manager for Herefordshire & Worcestershire (“Mr Floods”).
Action David Greenhill
Anna will invite the usual guests – Councillors, PCSOs, etc.
Action Anna Hooper
All Committee members will provide reports on their areas of responsibility by the beginning of November for Robin Dallaway to add to the website and Ian Terry to print.
Action All
The Autumn Newsletter will feature the AGM.
Ian and Anna will update the flyer for issue two weeks before the event.
Action Anna Hooper & Ian Terry
4.2. Carols Sun 16 Dec 2018:

Anna Hooper will book this date with Laura Brown.
Action Anna Hooper
5. GDPR

Ian will attempt to capture more GDPR consents on entrance to the AGM.
Action Ian Terry
Carol Inman reported a significant drop in the Neighbourhood Watch emailing list due to non-return of GDPR forms.

6. Parking Issues:

With reference to the significant correspondence on our parking scheme and the potential deletion of four spaces in order to satisfy the Planning application for 36a Britannia Square, the Committee are most concerned that our well-founded objections to that application, based on the Conservation Area Policy document and the Residents’ Parking Scheme rules might be ignored.  We will continue to make our views known to our Councillors and the Planning Officer.
7. Committee Reports

7.1. Planning:
36a Britannia Square: See 6.
Various other non-controversial applications have been approved or are in progress.  Our comments on these applications are visible on the Council’s website.
7.2. Highways and Lighting:
Stephenson Terrace has been resurfaced at the residents’ expense.  This was organised by Kate & Jason Tait through their contacts in the industry.  One lamppost was accidentally demolished and we await its replacement.
Stephenson Terrace is applying for their own Residents’ Parking Scheme.

7.3. Neighbourhood Watch:
Two minor incidents of vandalism have been reported.
7.4. Wine Club:
An excellent summer party was held in the Prosser’s garden.  The inclement weather exposed the inadequacy of one of John Prosser’s gazebos.  We agreed in principle to purchase a gazebo for use by the Wine Club and for our Summer Party.  John Ball will produce a proposal.
Action John Ball
7.5. Membership:
Of the 120 households, we have 53 paid-up members.  A new list was issued showing GDPR consents.
7.6. Finance and fund-raising:
Our bank balance is £1,772.23. This is more than adequate to cover the planned expenditure on historical photograph license fees and a gazebo.
7.7. Newsletters:
The Autumn Newsletter is due in mid-October.  We will cover the Street Clean, Summer Party, GDPR, Shoebox coffee morning and the AGM.  Copy to David. 
Action David Greenhill
7.8. Website:
Robin Dallaway continues to prepare photographs for publication.
Action Robin Dallaway
Ian Terry will collate and document photographs from residents and forward to Robin.
Action Ian Terry
Negotiations continue to agree a selection of photos and a price from the Harry Sargeant photo archive to use on our website.  Robin has indicated a cost in the range of £250 - £500 for the licenses and has been authorised to proceed on this basis.
Action Robin Dallaway & David Greenhill
8. Any other business
Following concern from residents about noisy seagulls nesting on our roofs David Greenhill has investigated preventative measures and the potential impact of actions being taken by the Council in the City centre.  The City Council’s website provides advice on this topic.  David will review this topic in April 2019 when the City’s contractor recommences work.
Action David Greenhill
David Greenhill continues to protest to the Swan Theatre and Worcester Live about excessive noise from rock concerts when the Swan is hire out to third parties.
9. Dates of future meetings & Events
Fri 16 Nov 2018 – AGM - URC

Tue 20 Nov 2018 – Committee Meeting – 4 ST (Carol Inman)
Sun 16 Dec 2018 – Christmas Carols, RGS Springfield
